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formists, it is not from any objections to the doctrines
or ceremonies of the Church of England, but solely
that circumstances which they could not control have
placed them where they are. In numbers, including
all kinds of Wesleyans, they constitute one-half of
the Nonconformists. They are not as a body hostile
to the Church of England, and those who look into
the future are not without hopes that the bonds
between them and the Church of England may yet
be drawn closer. The old Connexion has 2,280
preachers; the New Connexion 140 ; the Free Church
250; and the Primitive Methodists 780. It would
throw some light on the past history of the Church
of England could we get at the facts that would
" account for the distribution of different kinds of Diss-
senters in different parts of fthe country. The Inde-
pendents are numerous in London and Lancashire,
the Baptists in the Eastern counties, while in Lin-
colnshire, Staffordshire, and Cornwall "Wesleyanism is
almost the national religion.

Our estimate of the intelligence and religious worth
of Mese bodies, and how far they axe likely to rival
iie Established Church or to supplement it, must be
made chiefly from those who are employed among
them as preachers. Of the two thousand Independent
ministers an appreciable number have taken degrees
at a Scotch University or at the University of London,
A few have studied in Germany. A considerable
dumber have had no regular training; but
majority have been educated at one or
ten or twelve Independent Colleges
which by a curiously uneconomical divi^^^f labour

